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 TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE (TAC) 
Friday April 13, 2018, 10:30 AM 

Carolina Shores Town Hall 
 

Members Present                                                   Other Attendees 
Hon. Alan Holden                                                 Mark Hoeweler, GSATS 
Rep. Frank Iler                      Phil Geary, NCDOT                            
Hon. Walt Eccard (Chair)                                        Dan Newquist, GSATS                             
Hon. Joyce Dunn [Bill Brennan]           Alan Pytcher, NCDOT                                                                      
Mr. Carson Durham                                       Elizabeth Tucker, GSATS   
Hon. Debbie Smith (Vice Chair)           Kristina Solberg, FWHA  
Mr. Peter Larkin [Jim Corbett]                                Mark Pages, Brunswick County 
Hon. Mary Louise Knight                                        Jim Swain  
Ms. Patty Sykes 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Chairman Walt Eccard brought the meeting to order in Carolina Shores Town Hall at 
10:30AM. It was noted that a quorum was present.  
 
Mr. Mark Hoeweler read the ethics statement and asked the members present if they had 
any conflicts. There were none stated. 

 
Chairman Eccard began with introductions noting that Kristina Solberg from FWHA was 
in attendance at today’s meeting and would be the main FWHA contact for this committee 
moving forward.   

 
Chairman Eccard solicited a motion to adopt the meeting agenda. Mr. Brennan made the 
motion. Mayor Knight seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The agenda was 
adopted.  

 
Chairman Eccard asked if members had reviewed the meeting minutes from December and 
if there were any changes. There were no changes proposed. Mr. Durham made a motion 
to approve the minutes from the 12/14/2017 meeting. Mayor Smith seconded the 
motion. All voted in favor. The 12/14/2017 meeting minutes were approved as submitted.  
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Chairman Eccard noted that no members of the public signed up to provide public comment 
at today’s meeting.  

 
Chairman Eccard invited Alan Pytcher from NCDOT to provide an update on the status of 
current transportation projects in the region. Mr. Pytcher shared that the intersection 
roundabout project in Ocean Isle Beach, let in October, is now 30% complete. Mr. Pytcher 
also provided details on the High Impact/ Low Cost Project program which the NC state 
legislation approved. The program is designed to support smaller projects outside of the 
SPOT prioritization process. One of the seven projects awarded within Division 3 is located 
within the GSATS study area. The project will install superstreet signals at the US 17 and 
Ocean Isle Beach Rd intersection. Committee members asked about local resurfacing 
project schedules. Mr. Pytcher will follow up with each jurisdiction for specific details. 
Mr. Pytcher indicated that he will reserve his update on the Carolina Bays Parkway project 
for the end of the meeting indicated by the discussion item on the agenda.  
 
Mr. Hoeweler introduced a resolution to adopt the GSATS SPOT 5.0 Local Input 
Methodology as required by NCDOT. Mr. Hoeweler indicated that staff has been 
coordinating with NCDOT to be consistent with the standardized methodology that has 
been developed statewide. GSATS has revised the SPOT 4.0 methodology to reflect minor 
formatting changes per guidance from NCDOT’s review committee. The review 
committee approved the document in early April. Mayor Smith made a motion to 
approve the resolution adopting the GSATS local input point methodology as 
presented. Mayor Knight seconded. All voted in favor.  
 
Mr. Newquist updated the committee on progress made to develop ranking criteria to 
evaluate projects in the forthcoming Direct Attributable funds program call for projects. 
Mr. Newquist reminded the committee that there was approximately $1.6 million available 
in the funding program. Mr. Newquist highlighted key aspects of the ranking criteria, 
particularly how category specific points would be assigned. The three main project 
categories are intersection, transportation alternatives, and transportation studies. Mayor 
Eccard asked how this would be coordinated with NCDOT. Mr. Pytcher indicated that 
there is a process that NCDOT has in place for these types of projects. Mayor Smith asked 
if this was intended to be a recurring cycle. Mr. Hoeweler indicated that this will likely be 
a one time call for projects, as the TAC has voted to dedicate 80% of DA funds towards 
the development of the East Coast Greenway moving forward. Mayor Smith made a 
motion to approve the DA Project Ranking Criteria as presented. Mr. Durham, 
seconded. All voted in favor. Mr. Newquist mentioned that the next step will be to develop 
a project application and then to establish submission deadlines. Projects would then be 
reviewed, scored, and ranked. Staff will update the TAC with pertinent details and 
schedules.  
 
Mr. Hoeweler introduced a resolution which confirms the recipients of the Section 5310 
funding, which is designated to transit providers who offer services to Seniors and Persons 
with Disabilities. Mr. Hoeweler explained that effort was made to discuss the funding 
opportunity with Brunswick Transit, the funding does not suit their particular needs at this 
time. Mr. Hoeweler iterated that he wanted to ensure that the TCC and TAC were aware of 
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this funding program and that there were no applicants from Brunswick County at this 
time. Several committee members offered to contact potential eligible entities to prepare a 
proposal for the next funding cycle. Ms. Tucker confirmed that a call for proposals would 
likely be announced at the end of the year and that GSATS staff will work with any 
potential entity to provide information that they need to submit a funding request. Mayor 
Smith made a motion to approve the resolution indicating the recipients of the FTA 
Section 5310 funding this year. Mr. Brennan seconded. All voted in favor.  
 
Since the last TAC meeting Mr. Pytcher has contacted multiple people at NC DOT for 
updates on the Carolina Bays Parkway project including the public information 
department. The next public meeting planned for the project is on track for early 2019. The 
purpose would be to share alignment alternatives being considered. The committee 
expressed concern that the initial proposed meeting schedule has been significantly 
delayed. The committee suggested arranging to have the project manager Kim Gillespie 
attend the next TAC meeting. Rep. Iler mentioned that NCDOT is currently considering a 
segmentation approach to construction. Discussion was also had on the SPOT 5.0 project 
scoring. Carolina Bays Parkway was below the statewide mobility category funding 
threshold. Rep. Iler also mentioned that there was discussion on the possibilities of 
designating the roadway as an interstate.  
 
Mr. Geary provided an update from NCDOT’s planning division. Of note was the update 
of the Brunswick County Comprehensive Transportation Plan.  
 
With no further discussion Mayor Holden made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
Mayor Smith seconded. All voted to adjourn.  

 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
 


